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Internet/World Wide Web Sites 
 

New Life Ministries – http://www.NewLifeMinistries-NLM.org.  Extensive resources for evangelism, 

congregational growth and vitality, and church planting. 

Smaller Churches Network — http://www.NewLifeMinistries-NLM.org/smallchurch.htm.   

 

Professional Organizations 

Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education, Samuel Wilson (President), 311 Eleventh St., Ambridge, PA 

15003. 

American Society for Church Growth, Office of Continuing Education, Fuller Theological Seminary, 135 N. 

Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA 91182.  1-626-584-5293.   Web site: www.ascg.org. 

 

Professional Journals, Magazines, and Newsletters 

Cell Church.  Randall Neighbour, ed.  TOUCH Outreach Ministries, Inc., PO Box 19888, Houston, TX 77224.   

Web site: www.touchusa.org.  Quarterly. 

Church Growth Today.  John N. Vaughan, editor.  Southwest Baptist University, 1202 E. Austin, Bolivar, Missouri 

65613.  Bi-monthly.  Focuses on large churches. 

Evangelism.  Joel D. Heck, editor.  Concordia University Wisconsin, 12800 N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon, 

Wisconsin 53097-2402.  No longer in publication but back issues contain helpful articles. 

Hinton Herald: A Resource for Church of Small Membership.  Hinton Rural Life Center, PO Box 27, Hayesville, 

North Carolina 28904.  704-389-8336.  Web site: hinton.sejac-umc.org.  Quarterly. 

Journal of the Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education.  Richard Stoll Armstrong, ed.  Academy for 

Evangelism in Theological Education.  Annual. 

Journal of the American Society for Church Growth. Office of Continuing Education, Fuller Theological Seminary, 

135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA 91182.  1-626-584-5293.  Web site: www.ascg.org. Three times per year. 

Leadership.  Kevin A. Miller, ed.  465 Gundersen Drive, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188.  Web site: 

www.christianitytoday.com/leaders.  Quarterly. 

Mikros: A Newsletter Written for Small Church Leaders.  Glenn C. Daman, editor.  Western Institute for Small 

Church Health, 5511 S.E. Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, Oregon 97215.  1-800-547-4546.  Web site: 

www.westernseminary.edu/ichsma07.html. .Bi-monthly. 

Net Results. 5001 Avenue N., Lubbock, Texas 79412-2993.  806-762-8094.  Thomas Bandy, editor. Web site: 

www.netresults.org.  Monthly.  Includes monthly columns by Lyle Schaller, Dale Galloway, Bill Easum, and 

George W. Bullard, Jr. 

Next.  Leadership Network, PO Box 9100, Tyler, Texas 75711-9100.  1-800-765-5323.  Web site: www.leadnet.org.  

Strategies for Today's Leaders: Global Church Growth.  Kent R. Hunter, editor.  American Society for Church 

Growth, 1230 US 6, PO Box 145, Corunna, Indiana 46730.  Web site: www.strategiesfortoday.org. Quarterly. 

(no longer in publication) 

 

http://www.newlifeministries-nlm.org/
http://www.newlifeministries-nlm.org/smallchurch.htm
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Resource Centers 

The Alban Institute, Suite 433 North, 4550 Montgomery Ave., Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3341.  1-800-486-1318 

ext. 244.  Web site: www.alban.org.  Resources for congregations with emphasis on mainline churches. 

Center for Rural Church Leadership.  A wealth of resources on rural church ministry.  Visit them on the web at 

www.seorf.ohiou.edu/~xx042/r_ctr/r_ctr.html. 

Center for Theology and Land, University of Dubuque and Wartburg Seminaries, 333 Wartburg Place, Dubuque, IA 

52004.  319-589-0273. Web site: www.ruralministry.com.  Focuses on rural and small town churches.   

The Church Growth Center, 1230 US. 6, PO Box 145, Corunna, Indiana 46730.  Founded by Kent R. Hunter, a 

former Lutheran pastor with a D.Min. in Church Growth from Fuller.  Books, training events, and consultation. 

Church Growth, Inc., PO Box 541, Monrovia, California 91017.  818-305-1280.  Web site: www.churchgrowth.net.  

Founded by Win Arn, a pioneer in applying Church Growth principles to US churches.  Resources and training 

events. 

Church Growth Institute, PO Box 7000, Forest, Virginia 24551.  1-800-553-GROW.  Web site: 

www.churchgrowth.org.  Founded by Elmer Towns.  Resources and extensive training events. 

Easum, Bandy, and Associates (formerly 21st Century Strategies, Inc.), 1126 Whispering Sands, Port Aransas, Texas 

78373.  Voice: 512-749-5364.  Fax: 512-749-5800.  Web site: www.easumbandy.com.  Founded by William 

Easum, a former United Methodist pastor, now working in association with Tom Bandy.  Books, newsletter, 

consultations, and training events. 

Hinton Rural Life Center, PO Box 27, Hayesville, North Carolina 28904.  704-389-8336.  Web site: 

http://hinton.sejac-umc.org.  Focuses primarily on small churches in rural settings. 

Injoy, PO Box 19900, San Diego, California 92157-0900.  1-800-333-6506. Web site: www.injoy.com.  Founded by 

John Maxwell, a former Wesleyan Church pastor.  Emphasis on leadership and church growth topics.  Tapes 

and training events. 

International Centre for Leadership Development and Evangelism.  British Columbia, Canada.  Web site: 

www.growingleadership.com. 

Leadership Network, PO Box 9100, Tyler, Texas 75711.  1-800-765-5323.  Web site: www.leadnet.org.  Geared to 

networking pastors and staff from large churches (1,000 and above). 

The McIntosh Church Growth Network.  Gary McIntosh, director.  Web site: www.mcintoshcgn.com. 

MetaChurch Project.  Carl George, director.  Web site: www.metachurch.org. 

Net Results Resource Center, 5001 Avenue N., Lubbock, Texas 79412-2993.  806-762-8094.  Web site: 

http://www.netresults.org.  Ministries include Net Results magazine, training events, consultation. 

New Life Ministries, 6404 S Calhoun St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807.  1-800-774-3360 (formerly The Andrew Center).  

Web site: http://www.NewLifeMinistries-NLM.org.  Founded by the Church of the Brethren, The Brethren 

Church, the Mennonite Church USA, Mennonite Church Canada, Shalom Foundation, and Christian 

Community.  Resources, consultation, networking, and training events.  From the Anabaptist/Believers' Church 

tradition. 

Percept, 151 Kalmus Dr., Suite A104, Costa Mesa, California 92626-5988.  1-800-442-6277.  Web site: 

www.percept1.com.  Source for demographic and lifestyle information for specified communities. 

Serendipity House, PO Box 1012, Littleton, Colorado 80160.  1-800-525-9563.  Resources and training events on 

small groups.  Founded by Lyman Coleman. 

Smaller Churches Network.  Ronald W. Waters.  Web site: http://www.NewLifeMinistries-NLM/smallchurch.htm.  

Resources for churches averaging 100 or fewer in worship attendance. 

Sonlife Ministries.  Dann Spader, director.  Web site: www.sonlife.com/healthychurch.html. 

Western Institute for Small Church Health, 5511 S.E. Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, OR 98215. 1-800-547-4546.  Web 

site: http://www.westernseminary.edu/ichsmall.html.  Addresses the needs of small churches. 

Willow Creek Association, PO Box 3188, Barrington, Illinois 60011-3188.  847-765-0070.  Web site: 

www.willowcreek.com.  Resources and training events, with emphasis on churches with seeker-targeted 

ministries. 

http://www.newlifeministries-nlm.org/
http://www.newlifeministries-nlm/smallchurch.htm
http://www.westernseminary.edu/ichsmall.html
http://www.willowcreek.com/
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Supplemental Bibliography 

See the following books for extensive and annotated bibliographies on the subjects of church growth and 

evangelism: 

George, Carl F.  How to Break Growth Barriers: Capturing Overlooked Opportunities for Church Growth.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1993. 

Rainer, Thom S., ed.  Evangelism in the Twenty-First Century: The Critical Issues.  Wheaton: Harold Shaw 

Publishers, 1989. 

Wagner, C. Peter; Win Arn; and Elmer Towns, eds.  Church Growth: State of the Art.  Wheaton: Tyndale House 

Publishers, 1986. 

 

Bi-Vocational/Part-time Pastors 

Elliott, John Y.  Our Pastor Has An Outside Job: New Strength for the Church through Dual Role Ministry.  Valley 

Forge: Judson Press, 1980 (111 pp.). 

Lowery, James L., Jr.  Case Histories of Tentmakers.  Wilton, Conn.: Morehouse-Barlow Co., 1976 (83 pp.). 

 

Church Growth—General and Overview 

Abrahamson, James O.  Put Your Best Foot Forward: How to Minister from Your Strength.  Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1994. 

Ahlen, J. Timothy, and J. V. Thomas.  One Church, Many Congregations: The Key Church Strategy.  Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1999. 

Anderson, Andy.  Effective Methods of Church Growth: Growing the Church by Growing the Sunday School.  

Nashville: Broadman Press, 1985. 

_____________.  The Growth Spiral: The Proven Step-By-Step Method for Calculating and Predicting Growth 

Potential in Your Church.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1993. 

Anderson, Leith.  A Church for the 21st Century.  Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1992. 

_____________.  Dying for Change: An Arresting Look at the New Realities Confronting Churches and Para-

Church Ministries.  Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1990. 

Arn, Charles.  How to Start a New Service.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997. 

__________.  "Multiple Worship Services and Church Growth."  Journal of the American Society for Church 

Growth 7:73-104. 

Arn, Charles; Donald McGavran; and Win Arn.  Growth: A New Vision for the Sunday School.  New rev. ed.  

Pasadena: Church Growth Press, 1980. 

Arn, Win.  The Church Growth Ratio Book.  Pasadena: Church Growth, 1987. 

________.  The Pastor's Church Growth Handbook.  Pasadena: Church Growth Press, 1979. 

________.  The Pastor's Church Growth Handbook.  Vol. II.  Pasadena: Church Growth Press, 1982. 

Arn, Win, and Charles Arn.  Catch the Age Wave: A Handbook for Effective Ministry with Senior Adults.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1993. 

Barna, George.  Finding a Church You Can Call Home: The Complete Guide to Making One of the Most Significant 

Decisions of Your Life.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1992. 

___________.  The Frog in the Kettle: What Christians Need to Know about Life in the Year 2000.  Ventura: Regal 

Books, 1990. 

___________.  Turn-around Churches: How to Overcome Barriers to Growth and Bring New Life to an Established 

Church.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1993. 

___________.  User Friendly Churches: What Christians Need to Know about the Churches People Love to Go To.  

Ventura: Regal Books, 1991. 

Bast, Robert L.  Attracting New Members.  Monrovia: Church Growth, Inc., 1988. 

Bartel, Floyd G.  A New Look at Church Growth.  Newton, Kans.: Faith and Life Press, 1979. 

Beasley-Murray, Paul, and Alan Wilkinson.  Turning the Tide: An Assessment of Baptist Church Growth in 

England.  London: British Bible Society, 1981. 
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Benjamin, Paul.  The Growing Congregation.  Lincoln, Ill.: Lincoln Christian College Press, 1972. 

Bernhard, Fred, and Steve Clapp.  Widening the Welcome of Your Church: Biblical Hospitality and the Vital 

Congregation.  4th ed.  Fort Wayne, IN: New Life Ministries, 2005. 

Bowman, Ray.  When Not to Build: An Architect's Unconventional Wisdom for the Growing Church.  Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House, 1992. 

Callahan, Kennon L.  Building for Effective Mission: A Complete Guide for Congregations on Brick and Morter 

Issues.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1997. 

Clapp, Steve.  Fifty Ways to Reach Young Singles, Couples, and Families.  Elgin, Ill.: The Andrew Center, 1994. 

__________.  Overcoming Barriers to Church Growth.  Elgin, Ill.: The Andrew Center, 1994. 

__________.  Promising Results: Passing On the Promise and the Pilgrimage Toward Growth.  Elgin, Ill.: 

faithQuest (Brethren Press), 1993. 

Clapp, Steve, and Cindy Hollenberg Snider.  Creating Quality in Ministry: Insights on How Quality Can Sharpen 

and Focus Today's Local Church Ministry.  Elgin, Ill.: The Andrew Center, 1995. 

Clegg, Tom, and Warren Bird.  Lost in America: How You and Your Church Can Impact the World Next Door. 

Loveland, Colorado: Group Publishing, 2001. 

Cordeiro, Wayne.  Doing Church as a Team.  Ventura: Regal Books, 2001. 

Dempsey, Ron D.  Faith Outside the Walls: Why People Don't Come and Why the Church Must Listen.  Macon, Ga.: 

Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 1997. 

Dobson, Ed.  Starting a Seeker Sensitive Service: How Traditional Churches Can Reach the Unchurched.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1993 (157 pp.). 

Dudley, Carl S.  Where Have All Our People Gone?: New Choices for Old Churches.  New York: The Pilgrim 

Press, 1979 (136 pp.). 

____________, and Sally A. Johnson.  Energizing the Congregation: Images That Shape Your Church's 

Ministry.  Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993 (116 pp.).   

Eason, Tim. Media Ministry Made Easy: A Practical Guide to Visual Communication.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

2003. 

Easum, William.  Dancing with Dinosaurs: Ministry in a Hostile and Hurting World.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1993. 

____________.  How to Reach Baby Boomers.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992. 

____________.  Sacred Cows Make Gourmet Burgers.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995. 

Fowler, Harry H.  Breaking Barriers of New Church Growth: Increasing Attendance from 0-150.  Rocky Mount, 

N.C.:  Creative Growth Dynamics, Inc., 1988. 

General Assembly Council Task Force on Church Membership Growth.  "A Report Approved by the 203rd General 

Assembly (1991), Presbyterian Church (USA)."  Louisville: Office of the General Assembly, 1991. 

George, Carl F.  How to Break Growth Barriers: Capturing Overlooked Opportunities for Church Growth.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1993. 

Gibbs, Eddie.  I Believe in Church Growth.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982. 

Green, Hollis L.  Why Churches Die: A Guide to Basic Evangelism and Church Growth.  Minneapolis: Bethany 

Fellowship, 1972. 

Hadaway, C. Kirk.  Church Growth Principles: Separating Fact from Fiction.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1991. 

Hale, J. Russell.  The Unchurched: Who They Are and Why They Stay Away.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1980. 

Haugk, Kenneth C.  Reopening the Back Door: Answers to Questions about Ministering to Inactive Members.  St. 

Louis: Tebunah Ministries, 1992. 

Hemphill, Ken.  The Bonsai Theory of Church Growth.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1991. 

Hemphill, Ken, and R. Wayne Jones.  Growing an Evangelistic Sunday School.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1989. 

Henderson, Jim, and Matt Casper.  Jim and Casper Go to Church: Frank Conversations about Faith, Churches, and 

Well-Meaning Christians.  Ventura, Calif.: BarnaBooks, 2007. 

Hendricks, William D.  Exit Interviews: Revealing Stories of Why People Are Leaving the Church.  Chicago: Moody 

Press, 1993. 

Hoge, Dean R., and David A. Roozen, eds.  Understanding Church Growth and Decline: 1950-1978.  New York: 

Pilgrim Press, 1979. 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0687025788/smallerchurchesn
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/1414313314/smallerchurchesn
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/1414313314/smallerchurchesn
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Horton, Michael Scott, ed.  Power Religion: The Selling Out of the Evangelical Church?  Chicago: Moody Press, 

1992. 

Hudnut, Robert K.  Church Growth Is Not the Point.  New York: Harper & Row, 1975. 

Hunter, George G., III.  Church for the Unchurched: The Rebirth of "Apostolic Congregations" Across the American 

Mission Field.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996. 

_________________.  Radical Outreach: Recovery of Apostolic Ministry and Evangelism. Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 2003. 

_________________.  The Contagious Congregation: Frontiers in Evangelism and Church Growth.  Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1979. 

_________________.  To Spread the Power: Church Growth in the Wesleyan Spirit.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1987. 

Hunter, Kent R.  Foundations for Church Growth.  New Haven, Mo.: Leader Publishing Co., 1983. 

____________.  Your Church Has Personality: Find Your Focus—Maximize Your Mission.  Lima, Ohio: Fairway 

Press, 1997. 

Hybels, Lynne, and Bill Hybels.  Rediscovering Church: The Story and Vision of Willow Creek Community Church.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

Johnson, Merle Allison.  How to Be Happy in the Non-Electric Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1979 (112 pp.). 

Jones, R. Wayne.  Overcoming Barriers to Sunday School Growth.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1987. 

Kelley, Dean M.  Why Conservative Churches Are Growing.  Rev. ed.  Macon, Ga.: Mercer University, 1986. 

Kimball, Dan.  They Like Jesus but Not the Church: Insights from Emerging Generations.  Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2007 (272 pp.). 

Logan, Robert E.  Beyond Church Growth: Action Plans for Developing a Dynamic Church.  Grand Rapids: 

Fleming H. Revell, 1989. 

MacNair, Donald J.  The Growing Local Church.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1975. 

Mains, David.  Healing the Dysfunctional Church Family.  Wheaton: Victor Books, 1992 (156 pp.). 

Mann, Alice.  The In-Between Church: Navigating Size Transitions in Congregations.  Bethesda, Md.: The Alban 

Institute, 1998. 

Martin, Glen, and Gary McIntosh.  The Issacher Factor: Understanding Trends that Confront Your Church and 

Designing a Strategy for Success.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1993. 

Martin, Kevin E.  Myth of the 200 Barrier: How to Lead through Transitional Growth.  Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 2005. 

McGavran, Donald A.  The Bridges of God.  Rev. ed.  New York: Friendship Press, 1981. 

_________________.  How Churches Grow.  New York: Friendship Press, 1966. 

_________________.  Understanding Church Growth.  3rd ed. Revised by C. Peter Wagner.  Grand Rapids: 
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McIntosh, Gary.  Make Room for the Boom . . . or Bust: Six Church Models for Reaching Three Generations.  Grand 

Rapids: Fleming H. Revell, 1997. 

____________.  One Size Doesn't Fit All: Bringing Out the Best in Any Size Church.  Grand Rapids: Fleming H. 
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Sisemore, John T.  Church Growth through the Sunday School.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1983. 

Slaughter, Michael.  Spiritual Entrepreneurs: 6 Principles for Risky Renewal.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995. 

Smith, Ebbie C.  Balanced Church Gorwth.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1984. 

Spader, Dann, and Gary Mayes.  Growing a Healthy Church.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1991. 

Stanley, Andy, and Ed Young.  Can We Do That?: 24 Innovative Practices That Will Change the Way You Do 

Church. West Monroe, LA: Howard Publishing Co., 2002. 



Church Growth Resources - page 7 

Bib.doc compiled by Ronald W. Waters; updated 02/23/2011 

Stewart, Carlyle Fielding.  African American Church Growth: 12 Principles of Prophetic Ministry.  Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1994. 

Stutzman, Ervin R.  Welcome!  A Biblical and Practical Guide to Receiving New Members.  Scottdale: Herald Press, 

1990. 

Sullivan, Bill.  New Perspectives on Breaking the 200 Barrier.  Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press, 2005. 

Terry, John Mark.  Church Evangleism: Creating a Culture for Growth in Your Congregation.  Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1997. 

Tillapaugh, Frank R.  The Church Unleashed: Getting God's People Out Where the Needs Are.  Ventura: Regal 

Books, 1982. 

Towns, Elmer L.  154 Steps to Revitalize Your Sunday School. Wheaton: Victor Books, 1988.  Read online at 

www.elmertowns.com/online. 

_____________.  How to Grow an Effective Sunday School.  Denver: Accent Books, 1979. 

_____________.  Ten of Today's Most Innovative Churches.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1990.  Read online at 

www.elmertowns.com/online. 

_____________.  Ten Sunday Schools that Dared to Change: How Churches Are Changing Paradigms to Reach a 

New Generation.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1993.  Read online at www.elmertowns.com/online. 

Towns, Elmer L., gen. ed.  Evangelism and Church Growth: A Practical Encyclopedia.  Ventura: Regal Books, 

1995. 

Towns, Elmer L; C. Peter Wagner, and Thom S. Rainer.  The Everychurch Guide to Growth: How Any Plateued 

Church Can Grow.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998.  Read one chapter online at 

www.elmertowns.com/preview. 

Trueheart, Charles.  "Welcome to the Next Church."  The Atlantic Monthly (August 1996):37-58. 

Wagner, C. Peter.  Leading Your Church to Growth.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1984. 

_____________.  Strategies for Church Growth: Tools for Effective Mission and Evangelism.  Ventura: Regal 

Books, 1987. 

_____________.  The Healthy Church.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1996. 

_____________.  Your Church Can Grow: Seven Vital Signs of a Healthy Church.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1976. 

______________.  Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church Grow.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1979. 

Wagner, C. Peter, ed., with Win Arn and Elmer Towns.  Church Growth: State of the Art.  Wheaton: Tyndale House 

Publishers, 1986. 

Warren, Rick.  The Purpose Driven Church: Growth without Compromising Your Message & Mission.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

Waters, Ronald W.  Leader's Manual for Inviting and Welcoming New People.  Ashland, Ohio: The Brethren 

Church, 1994. 

______________.  Promise for the Future.  Ashland, Ohio: The Brethren Church, 1993. 

Werner, Waldo J.  Vision and Strategy for Church Growth.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1977. 

Woods, C. Jeff.  Congregational Megatrends.  Bethesda, Md.: The Alban Institute, 1996. 

____________.  We've Never Done It Like This Before: 10 Creative Approaches to the Same Old Church Tasks.  

Washington, D.C.: The Alban Institute, 1994 (98 pp.). 

Wright, Timothy.  A Community of Joy: How to Create Contempary Worship.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994. 

Yeakley, Flavil R., Jr.  Why Churches Grow.  Nashville: Anderson's, 1977. 

Zunkel, C. Wayne.  Church Growth Under Fire.  Scottdale: Herald Press, 1987. 

______________.  Strategies for Growing Your Church.  Elgin: David C. Cook, 1986. 

 

Church Growth and Evangelism—History and Theology 

Arias, Mortimer.  Announcing the Reign of God:  Evangelization and the Subversive Memory of Jesus.  

Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984. 

Arias, Mortimer, and Alan Johnson.  The Great Commission: Biblical Models for Evangelism.  Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1992. 

Bosch, David J.  Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission.  Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 

1991. 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/0834121786/smallerchurchesn


Church Growth Resources - page 8 

Bib.doc compiled by Ronald W. Waters; updated 02/23/2011 

Bontrager, G. Edwin, and Nathan D. Showalter.  It Can Happen Today!  Principles of Church Growth from the 

Book of Acts.  Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1986. 

Bruggemann, Walter.  Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism: Living in a Three-Storied Universe.  Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1993. 

Conn, Harvie M., ed.  Theological Perspectives of Church Growth.  Nutley, N.J.: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1976. 

Cook, Harold R.  Historic Patterns of Church Growth.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1971. 

Crawford, Dan R.  Church Growth Words from the Risen Lord.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1990. 

Drummond, Lewis A.  The Word of the Cross:  A Contemporary Theology of Evangelism.   

Gleason, Michael.  Building on Living Stones: New Testament Patterns and Principles of Renewal.  Grand Rapids: 

Kregel Publications, 1996. 

Green, Michael.  Evangelism in the Early Church.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970. 

Hedlund, Roger E.  The Mission of the Church in the World: A Biblical Theology.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 

1991. 

Hiebert, Frances F.  "The Atonement in Anabaptist Theology," Direction 30:2 (Fall 2001):122-138. 

Kolb, Robert.  Speaking the Gospel Today:  A Theology for Evangelism.  St. Louis: Concordia Press. 

Legrand, Lucien.  Unity and Plurality: Mission in the Bible.  Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1990. 

Maynard-Reid,  Pedrito U.  Complete Evangelism: The Luke-Acts Model.  Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1997. 

McGavran, Donald A.  Effective Evangelism: A Theological Mandate.  Phillipsburg, N.J.: Presbyterian and 

Reformed Publishing Co., 1988. 

McGavran, Donald A., and Arthur F. Glasser.  Contemporary Theologies of Mission.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book 

House, 1983. 

McQuilkin, J. Robertson.  Measuring the Church Growth Movement: How Biblical Is It?  Rev. ed.  Chicago: Moody 

Press, 1974. 

O'Brien, P. T.  Gospel and Mission in the Writings of Paul: An Exegetical and Theological Analysis.  Grand Rapids: 

Baker Books, 1995. 

Packer, J. I.  Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God.  2nd ed.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1991. 

Peters, George W.  A Theology of Church Growth.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981. 

Poe, Harry L.  The Gospel and Its Meaning: A Theology for Evangelism and Church Growth.  Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1996. 

Smith, Ebbie C.  Balanced Church Growth.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1984. 

Stott, John R. W.  Christian Mission in the Modern World: What the Church Should Be Doing Now!  Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1975. 

_____________.  The Spirit, The Church, and The World.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1990.  A 

commentary on Acts identifying Church Growth principles. 

Terry, John Mark.  Evangelism: A Concise History.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman Press, 1994. 

Tippett, Alan R.  Church Growth and the Word of God: The Biblical Basis of the Church Growth Viewpoint.  Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1973. 

Wagner, C. Peter.  The Acts of the Holy Spirit Series : A New Look at Acts—God's Training manual for Every 

Christian.  Ventura, Calif. : Regal Books, 1994-1995.  Vol. 1, Spreading the Fire (Acts 1-8).  Vol. 2, Lighting 

the World (Acts 9-15).  Vol. 3, Blazing the Way (Acts 16-28). 

_____________.  Church Growth and the Whole Gospel: A Biblical Mandate.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1981. 

_____________.  Our Kind of People: The Ethical Dimensions of Church Growth in America.  Atlanta: John Knox 

Press, 1979. 

 

Church Health/Renewal/Revitalization (see also Leadership/Vision/Planning) 

Barna, George.  The Second Coming of the Church: A Blueprint for Survival.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1998. 

Buttry, Daniel.  Bring Your Church Back to Life: Beyond Survival Mentality.  Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1988. 

Getz, Gene A.  Sharpening the Focus of the Church.  Rev. ed.  Wheaton: Victor Books, 1984. 

Gleason, Michael.  Building on Living Stones: New Testament Patterns and Principles of Renewal.  Grand Rapids: 

Kregel Publications, 1996. 

http://www.directionjournal.org/article/?1170
http://www.directionjournal.org/


Church Growth Resources - page 9 

Bib.doc compiled by Ronald W. Waters; updated 02/23/2011 

Guder, Darrell L., ed.  Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America.  Grand Rapids: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998. 

Herrington, Jim; Mike Bonem; and James H. Furr.  Leading Congregational Change: A Practical Guide for the 

Transformational Journey.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2000. 

Hull, Bill.  7 Steps to Transform Your Church.  Grand Rapids: Fleming H. Revell, 199?. 

Logan, Robert E., and Thomas T. Clegg.  Releasing Your Church's Potential: A Natural Church Development 

Resource Kit.  Carol Stream, Ill.: ChurchSmart Resources, 1998. 

Macchia, Stephen A.  Becoming a Healthy Church: 10 Characteristics.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1999. 

Malphurs, Aubrey. Ministry Nuts and Bolts: What They Don't Teach Pastors in Seminary.  Grand Rapids: Kregel 

Publications, 1997.  A shortened version of his other books on values, mission, vision, and strategy. 

______________.  Pouring New Wine into Old Wineskins: How Change a Church without Destroying It.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1993. 

McNeal, Reggie.  The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for the Church. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2003. 

Mundey, Paul.  Unlocking Church Doors: 10 Keys to Positive Change.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1997. 

Ogden, Greg.  The New Reformation: Returning the Ministry to the People of God.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

Publishing House, 1992. 

Perry, Lloyd M., and Norman Shawchuck.  Revitalizing the Twentieth-Century Church.  Chicago: Moody Press, 

1982. 

Regele, Mike, with Mark Schultz.  Death of the Church.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1995. 

Roxburgh, Alan, with Mike Regele.  Crossing the Bridge: Church Leadership in a Time of Change.  Costa Mesa, 

Calif.: Percept Group, Inc., 2000. 

Schaller, Lyle. E.  Discontinuity and Hope: Radical Change and the Path of the Future.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1998. 

Schwarz, Christian A.  Natural Church Development: A Guide to Eight Essential Qualities of Healthy Churches.  

Carol Stream, Ill.: ChurchSmart Resources, 1996. 

_________________.  Paradigm Shift in the Church: How Natural Church Development Can Transform 

Theological Thinking.  Carol Stream, Ill.: ChurchSmart Resources, 1999. 

_________________.  The Threefold Art of Experiencing God: The Liberating Power of a Trinitarian Faith.  Carol 

Stream, Ill.: ChurchSmart Resources, 2000. 

Schwarz, Christian A., and Christoph Schalk.  Implementation Guide to Natural Church Development.  Carol 

Stream, Ill.: ChurchSmart Resources, 1998. 

Shawchuck, Norman, and Gustave Rath.  Benchmarks of Quality in the Church: 21 Ways to Continuously Improve 

the Content of Your Ministry.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994. 

Snyder, Howard A.  Radical Renewal: The Problem of Wineskins Today.  Houston: TOUCH Publications, 1996. 

_______________.  Signs of the Spirit: How God Reshapes the Church.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing 

House, 1989. 

Southerland, Dan.  Transitioning: Leading Your Church through Change.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing 

House, 2000. 

Spader, Dann, and Gary Mayes.  Growing a Healthy Church.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1991. 

Steinke, Peter L.  Healthy Congregations: A Systems Approach.  Bethesda, Md.: The Alban Institute, 1996. 

____________.  How Your Church Family Works: Understanding Congregations as Emotional Systems.  Bethesda, 

Md.:The Alban Institute, 1993. 

Van Gelder, Craig.  The Essence of the Church: A Community Created by the Spirit.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 

2000. 

Wagner, C. Peter.  Churchquake!: How the New Apostolic Reformation Is Shaking Up the Church as We Know It.  

Ventura: Regal Books, 1999. 

______________.  The Healthy Church.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1996. 

Wagner, C. Peter, ed.  The New Apostolic Churches.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1997. 

White, James Emery.  Rethinking the Church: A Challenge to Creative Resign in an Age of Transition.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1997. 

 



Church Growth Resources - page 10 

Bib.doc compiled by Ronald W. Waters; updated 02/23/2011 

Church Planting/Multi-Site Church 

Ahlen, J. Timothy, and J. V. Thomas.  One Church, Many Congregations: The Key Church Strategy.  Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1999. 

Becker, Paul.  Dynamic Church Planting: A Complete Handbook.  Vista, Calif.: Multiplication Ministries, 1992. 

Chaney, Charles L.  Church Planting at the End of the Twentieth Century.  Revised and expanded.  Wheaton: 

Tyndale House Publishers, 1991. 

Conn, Harvie M., ed.  Planting and Growing Urban Churches: From Dream to Reality.  Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1997. 

Fairchild, Samuel D.  Church Planting for Reproduction.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1991.  

Hesselgrave, David J.  Planting Churches Cross-Culturally: A Guide for Home and Foreign Missions.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Book House, 1980. 

Logan, Robert E., and Neil Cole.  Beyond Church Planting: Pathways for Emerging Churches.  St. Charles, IL: 

ChurchSmart Resources, 2005. 

Logan, Robert E., and Steven L. Ogne.  Church Planter's Toolkit.  Pasadena: Charles E. Fuller Institute of 

Evangelism & Church Growth, 1991. 

MacNair, Donald J.  The Birth, Care, and Feeding of a Local Church.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1973. 

Malphurs, Aubrey.  Planting Growing Churches for the 21st Century: A Comprehensive Guide for New Churches 

and Those Desiring Renewal.  2nd ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998. 

Mannoia, Kevin.  Church Planting The Next Generation: Introducing the Century 21 Church Planting System.  

Indianapolis: Light and Life Press, 1994.  

Merrill, Dean.  "Mothering a New Church," Leadership 6 (Winter 1985): 98-104. 

Montgomery, Jim.  DAWN 2000: 7 Million Churches to Go.  Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1989. 

Moore, Ralph.  Starting a New Church: A Church Planter's Guide to Success.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2002. 

Murray, Stuart.  Church Planting: Laying Foundations.  Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 2001. 

Nebel, Thomas P.  Big Dreams in Small Places: Church Planting in Smaller Communities. St. Charles, IL: 

ChurchSmart Resources, 2002. 

Nebel, Tom, and Gary Rohrmayer.  Church Planting Landmines: Mistakes to Avoid in Years 2 through 10.  St. 

Charles, IL: ChurchSmart Resources. 

Ott, Craig, and Gene Wilson. Global Church Planting: Biblical Principles and Best Practices for Multiplication. 

Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2011. 

Ratliff, Joe S., and Michael J. Cox.  Church Planting in the African-American Community.  Nashville: Broadman 

Press, 1993. 

Romo, Oscar I.  American Mosaic: Church Planting in Ethnic America.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1993. 

Schaller, Lyle.  44 Questions for Church Planters.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1991. 

Searcy, Nelson, and Kenrick Thomas.  Launch: Starting a New Church from Scratch.  Ventura, Calif.: Regal Books, 

2007 (219 pp.). 

Shenk, David W., and Ervin R. Stutzman.  Creating Communities of the Kingdom: New Testament Models of 

Church Planting.  Scottdale: Herald Press, 1988. 

Stetzer, Ed.  Planting Missional Chruches.  Nashville: B & H Publishing Group, 2006 (372 pp.). 

_________. Planting New Churches in a Postmodern Age. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003 (365 

pp.). 

Surratt, Geoff; Greg Ligon; and Warren Bird.  The Multi-Site Church Revolution: Being One Church in Many 

Locations.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006. 

Wagner, C. Peter.  Church Planting for a Greater Harvest: A Comprehensive Guide.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1990. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/0801035805/smallerchurchesn
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/0830743103/smallerchurchesn
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/0805443703/smallerchurchesn
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/0805427309/smallerchurchesn


Church Growth Resources - page 11 

Bib.doc compiled by Ronald W. Waters; updated 02/23/2011 

Congregational and Community Analysis 

Ammerman, Nancy T., Jackson W. Carroll, Carl S. Dudley, and William McKinney, eds.  Studying Congregations: 

A New Handbook.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998.  A revised and updated version of A Handbook for 

Congregational Studies. 

Cartwright, James V., Jr., ed. and comp.  Church and Community Survey Workbook: A Guide for Indentifying 

Church Needs.  Nashville: Convention Press, 1970. 

Dudley, Carl S.  Basic Steps toward Community Ministry.  Bethesda, Md.: The Alban Institute, 1991. 

Easum, William M.  The Church Growth Handbook.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990.  (Includes complete 

ministry audit.) 

_______________.  The Complete Ministry Audit: How to Measure 20 Principles for Growth.  Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1996.  Includes spreadsheet disk for tabulation of audit surveys. 

Engel, James.  How Can I Get Them to Listen?  A Handbook on Communication Strategy and Research.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1977. 

Gerber, Vergil.  God's Way to Keep a Church Going and Growing.  Glendale: Regal Books, 1973. 

McIntosh, Duncan, and Richard E. Rusbuldt.  Planning Growth in Your Church.  Valley Forge, Pa.: Judson Press, 

1983. 

Schaller, Lyle E.  44 Questions for Congregational Self-Appraisal.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998. 

____________.  Looking in the Mirror: Self-Appraisal in the Local Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1984. 

Sells, L. Ray, and Ronald K. Crandall.  The Small Membership Church—Growing, Caring, Serving: A Manual for 

Evangelism Ministries.  Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 1982. 

Smith, Ebbie C.  A Manual for Church Growth Surveys.  South Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1976. 

Waymire, Bob, and C. Peter Wagner.  The Church Growth Survey Handbook.  3rd ed.  Milpitas, Calif.: Global 

Church Growth, 1983. 

Wimber, John.  A Church Growth Diagnostic Clinic.  Pasadena: Fuller Evangelistic Association, 1977. 

 

Evangelism and Communication Strategy 

Aldrich, Joseph C.  Gentle Persuasion: Creative Ways to Introduce Your Friends to Christ.  Portland: Multnomah 

Press, 1988. 

______________.  Life-Style Evangelism: Crossing Traditional Boundaries to Reach the Unbelieving World.  

Portland: Multnomah Press, 1981. 

Andrew Center Staff.  Evangelism: Good News or Bad News?  Elgin, Ill.: The Andrew Center, 1995. 

Arnold, Jeffrey.  Small Group Outreach: Turning Groups Inside Out.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 

Barna, George.  A Step-by-Step Guide to Church Marketing: Breaking Ground for the Harvest.  Ventura: Regal 

Books, 1992. 

___________.  Evangelism That Works: How to Reach Changing Generations with the Unchanging Gospel.  

Ventura: Regal Books, 1995. 

Becton, Randy.  Everyday Evangelism: Making a Difference for Christ Where You Live.  Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1997. 

Berry, Jo.  Beloved Unbeliever: Loving Your Husband into the Faith.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 

1981. 

Benjamin, Paul.  How in the World? Principles for Christian Witness.  Cincinnati: Standard Publishing Co., 1973. 

Bernhard, Fred, and Steve Clapp.  Widening the Welcome of Your Church: Biblical Hospitality and the Vital 

Congregation.  4th ed. Fort Wayne, IN: New Life Ministries, 2005. 

Bisagno, John R.  How to Build an Evangelistic Church.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1971. 

Bleecker, Walter S.  The Non-Confronter's Guide to Leading a Person to Christ.  San Bernardino, Ca.: Here's Life 

Publishers, 1990. 

Borthwick, Paul.  Six Dangerous Questions to Transform Your View of the World.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity 

Press, 1996. 

Boursier, Helen T.  Tell It with Style: Evangelism for Every Personality Type.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 

1995. 



Church Growth Resources - page 12 

Bib.doc compiled by Ronald W. Waters; updated 02/23/2011 

Bright, Bill.  5 Steps to Sharing Your Faith.  Leader's Guide and Study Guide.  Orlando: NewLife Publications, 

1996. 

Burnett, David.  Clash of Worlds: A Christian's Handbook on Cultures, World Religions, and Evangelism.  

Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1992. 

Bryson, O. J.  Networking the Kingdom: A Practical Strategy for Maximum Church Growth.  Dallas: Word 

Publishing, 1990. 

Carson, D. A., gen ed.  Telling the Truth: Evangelizing Postmoderns.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000. 

Celek, Tim, and Dieter Zander.  Inside the Soul of a New Generation.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996. 

Chaney, Charles L., and Granville Watson, compilers.  Evangelism Today and Tomorrow.  Nashville: Broadman 

Press, 1993. 

Clapp, Steve, and Sam Detwiler.  Peer Evangelism: Youth and the Big Scary E Word.  Elgin, Ill.: Brethren Press, 

1993. 

_________________________.  Sharing Living Water: Evangelism as Caring Friendship.  Elgin, Ill.: The Andrew 

Center, 1996. 

Clegg, Tom, and Warren Bird.  Lost in America: How You and Your Church Can Impact the World Next Door. 

Loveland, Colorado: Group Publishing, 2001. 

Coleman, Robert E.  The Master Plan of Evangelism.  30th anniversary ed.  Grand Rapids: Fleming H. Revell, 1993. 

_______________.  The Master's Way of Personal Evangelism: A Companion to The Master Plan of Evangelism.  

Wheaton: Crossway Books, 1997. 

_______________.  They Meet the Master.  Huntingdon Valley, Pa.: Christian Outreach, 1973. 

Crandall, Ronald K.  The Contagious Witness: Understanding Personal Conversion.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1999. 

Dale, Robert D., and Delos Miles.  Evangelizing the Hard-to-Reach.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1986. 

Desiano, Frank P. The Evangelizing Catholic: A Practical Handbook for Reaching Out.  New York: Paulist Press, 

1999. 

____________________.  Sowing New Seed: Directions for Evangelization Today.  New York: Paulist Press, 1994. 

Desiano, Frank P., and Kenneth Boyack.  Creating the Evangelizing Parish.  New York: Paulist Press, 1993. 

Drummond, Lewis A.  Leading Your Church in Evangelism.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1975. 

Easum, William.  How to Reach Baby Boomers.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1991. 

Eims, LeRoy.  One to One Evangelism: Winning Ways in Personal Witnessing.  Rev. ed.  Wheaton: Victor Books, 

1990. 

Eller, Vernard.  Proclaim Good Tidings: Evangelism for the Faith Community.  Elgin, Ill.: Brethren Press, 1987. 

Engel, James F.  Contemporary Christian Communications: Its Theory and Practice.  Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers, 1979. 

Engel, James F., and H. Wilbert Norton.  What's Gone Wrong with the Harvest?  A Communication Strategy for the 

Church and World Evangelism.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975. 

Fackre, Gabriel; Ronald H. Nash; and John Sanders.  What about Those Who Have Never Heard?  Three Views on 

the Destiny of the Unevangelized.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 

Ford, Leighton.  The Power of Story: Rediscovering the Oldest, Most Natural Way to Reach People for Christ.  

Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1994. 

Ford, Kevin Graham.  Jesus for a New Generation: Putting the Gospel in the Language of the Xers.  Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 

Gallup, George G., Jr.; and Timothy Jones.  The Next American Spirituality: Finding God in the Twenty-First 

Century.  Colorado Springs: Cook Communications, 2000. 

Gibbs, Eddie.  In Name Only: Tackling the Problem of Nominal Christianity.  Wheaton: Victor Books, 1994. 

Gilbert, Larry.  Team Evangelism: Outreach for the 90% Who Don't Have the Gift of Evangelism.  Forest, Va.: 

Church Growth Institute, 1991. 

Green, Michael.  Evangelism and the Post-Modern World.  Video.  Elgin: The Andrew Center, 1996.  62 min. 

____________.  Evangelism Through the Local Church: A Comprehensive Guide to All Aspects of Evangelism.  

Nashville: Oliver-Nelson Books, 1992. 

___________.  One to One: How to Share Your Faith with a Friend.  Nashville: Moorings, 1995. 

Gregory, David.  Dinner with a Perfect Stranger: An Invitation Worth Considering.  Colorado Springs: 

WaterBrook Press, 2005. 



Church Growth Resources - page 13 

Bib.doc compiled by Ronald W. Waters; updated 02/23/2011 

Griffin, Em.  The Mind Changers: The Art of Christian Persuasion.  Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1976. 

Haggard, Ted, and Jack W. Hayford.  Loving Your City into the Kingdom: City-Reaching Strategies for 21st Century 

Revival.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1997. 

Harbor, Frank.  Reasons for Believing.  New Leaf Press, 1998. 

Henderson, David W.  Culture Shift: Communicating God's Truth to Our Changing World.  Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1999. 

Henderson, Jim.  Evangelism without Additives: What If Sharing Your Faith Meant Just Being Yourself?  Colorado 

Springs: Waterbrook Press, 2007.  Formerly published as a.k.a. Lost: Discovering Ways to Connect with the 

People Jesus Misses Most. 

Hewitt, Hugh.  The Embarrassed Believer: Reviving Christian Witness in an Age of Unbelief.  Nashville: Word 

Publishing, 1998. 

Hopler, Thom and Marcia.  Reaching the World Next Door: How to Spread the Gospel in the Midst of Many 

Cultures.  Rev. ed.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993. 

Hunsberger, Goerge, and Craig Van Gelder, ed.  The Church Between Gospel and Culture.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1996. 

Hunter, George G., III.  The Celtic Way of Evangelism: How Christianity Can Reach the West — Again.  Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 2000.  

_________________.  Church for the Unchurched: The Rebirth of "Apostolic Congregations" Across the American 

Mission Field.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996. 

_________________.  How to Reach Secular People.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992. 

_________________.  Rethinking Evangelism: A Symposium.  Nashville: Tidings, 1971 

Hutchcraft, Ron.  The Battle for a Generation: Life-changing Youth Ministry that Makes a Difference.  Chicago: 

Moody Press, 1996. 

Hybels, Bill, and Mark Mittelberg.  Becoming a Contagious Christian.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994. 

Innes, Dick.  I Hate Witnessing: A Handbook for Effective Christian Communication.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1985. 

June, Lee N., ed.  Evangelism and Discipleship in African American Churches.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999. 

Kennedy, D. James, Evangelism Explosion: Equipping Churches for Friendship, Evangelism, Discipleship, and 

Healthy Growth.  4th ed.  Revised by D. James Kennedy and Tom Stebbins.  Wheaton: Tyndale House 

Publishers, 1996. 

Klassen, Randolph J.  Jesus' Word, Jesus' Way.  Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1992. 

Kramp, John.  Out of Their Faces and into Their Shoes : How to Understand Spiritually Lost People and Give Them 

Directons to God.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995. 

Little, Paul E.  How to Give Away Your Faith.  2nd ed.  Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1988. 

Loscalzo, Craig A.  Evangelistic Preaching that Connects: Guidance in Fresh and Appealing Sermons.  Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 

McCloskey, Mark.  Tell It Often, Tell It Well: Making the Most of Witnessing Opportunities.  San Bernardino: Here's 

Life Publishers, Inc., 1985. 

McIntosh, Gary L.  Three Generations: Riding the Waves of Change in Your Church.  Grand Rapids: Fleming H. 

Revell, 1995. 

McIntosh, Gary, and Glen Martin.  Finding Them, Keeping Them: Effective Strategies for Evangelism and 

Assimilation in the Local Church.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1992. 

McPhee, Arthur G.  Friendship Evangelism: The Caring Way to Share Your Faith.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

Publishing House, 1978. 

Miller, C. John.  Powerful Evangelism for the Powerless.  Rev. ed.  Phillipsburg, N.J.: Presbyterian and Reformed 

Publishing House, 1997. 

Mittleberg, Mark.  Building a Contagious Church: Revolutionizing the Way We View and Do Evangelism.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2000. 

Morgenthaler, Sally.  Worship Evangelism: Inviting Unbelievers into the Presence of God.  Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1995. 

Murren, Doug.  The Baby Boomerang: Catching Baby Boomers as They Return to Church.  Ventura: Regal Books, 

1990. 

Neighbour, Ralph W., Jr., and Cal Thomas.  Target-Group Evangelism.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1975. 

Neville, Joyce.  How to Share Your Faith without Being Offensive.  New York: The Seabury Press, 1979. 



Church Growth Resources - page 14 

Bib.doc compiled by Ronald W. Waters; updated 02/23/2011 

Olford, Stephen F.  Inviting People to Christ: Evangelistic Expository Messages.  Stephen F. Olford Biblical 

Preaching Library Series.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998. 

_______________.  Proclaiming the Good News: Evangelistic Expository Messages.  Stephen F. Olford Biblical 

Preaching Library Series.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998. 

Owens, Daniel.  Sharing Christ When You Feel You Can't.  Westchester, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1997. 

Peace, Richard.  Small Group Evangelism: A Training Program for Reaching Out with the Gospel.  Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1985. 

______________.  Witness.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1970, 1971. 

Petersen, Jim.  Living Proof.  Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1989. 

Pippert, Rebecca Manley.  Out of the Saltshaker & into the World: Evangelism as a Way of Life.  Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1979. 

Pollard, Nick.  Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult: How to Interest People Who Aren't Interested.  Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1997. 

Posterski, Donald C.  Reinventing Evangelism: New Strategies for Presenting Christ in Today's World.  Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1989. 

Rainer, Thom.  Effective Evangelistic Churches: Successful Churches Reveal What Works and What Doesn't.  

Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1996. 

Ratz, Calvin; Frank Tillipaugh; and Myron Augsburger.  Mastering Outreach and Evangelism.  Portland: 

Multnomah Press, 1990. 

Reid, Alvin L.  Introduction to Evangelism.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998. 

Richardson, Rick.  Evangelism Outside the Box: New Ways to Help People Experience the Good News.  Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2000. 

Robinson, Darrell W.  People Sharing Jesus.  Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995. 

Rochester, Nikki.  Harvest Waiting: Reaching Out to the African American.  St. Louis: Concordia Press, 1995. 

Roxburgh, Alan J.  Reaching a New Generation: Strategies for Tomorrow's Church.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity 

Press, 1993. 

Schmidt, Henry J., ed.  Witnesses of a Third Way: A Fresh Look at Evangelism.  Elgin, Ill.: Brethren Press, 1986. 

Salter, Darius.  American Evangelism: Its Theology and Practice.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1996. 

Seamands, John T.  Tell It Well: Communicating the Gospel across Cultures.  Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of 

Kansas City, 1981. 

Shumate, Charles R.  Telling Others: A Witnessing Lifestyle.  Bridges to Discipleship, Book Four.  Anderson: 

Warner Press, 1986. 

Shawchuck, Norman; Philip Kotler; Bruce Wrenn; and Gustave Rath.  Marketing for Congregations: Choosing to 

Serve People More Effectively.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992. 

Short, Roy H.  Evangelism through the Local Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1956. 

Sider, Ronald J.  Good News and Good Works: A Theology for the Whole Gospel.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 

1999.  (Previously published as One-Sided Christianity?  Uniting the Church to Heal a Lost and Broken World.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1993.) 

Sjögren, Steve.  Conspiracy of Kindness: A Refreshing New Approach to Sharing the Love of Jesus with Others.  

Ann Arbor: Vine Books, 1993. 

Smith, Donald K.  Creating Understanding: A Handbook for Christian Communication across Cultural Landscapes.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992. 

Stallings, James O.  Telling the Story: Evangelism in Black Churches.  Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1988. 

Stiles, J. Mack.  Speaking of Jesus: How to Tell Your Friends the Best News They Will Ever Hear.  Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1995. 

Stokes, Mack B.  The Evangelism of Jesus.  Nashville: Tidings, 1960. 

Stott, John R. W.  Christian Mission in the Modern World: What the Church Should Be Doing Now!  Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1975. 

_____________.  Evangelism through the Local Church.  Nashville: Oliver-Nelson Books, 1992. 

Streett, R. Alan.  The Effective Invitation: A Practical Guide for the Pastor.  Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 

1995. 

Strobel, Lee.  The Case for Christ: A Journalist's Personal Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus.  Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan Publishing House, 1998. 
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_________.  Inside the Mind of Unchurched Harry and Mary: How to Reach Friends and Family Who Avoid God 

and the Church.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1993. 

Sweazey, George E.  The Church as Evangelist: Making Evangelism a Priority of Local Congregations.  San 

Francisco: Harper & Row, 1978. 

_______________.  Effective Evangelism: The Greatest Work in the World.  New York: Harper & Brothers, 1953. 

Terry, John Mark.  Church Evangleism: Creating a Culture for Growth in Your Congregation.  Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1997. 

Towns, Elmer L., gen. ed.  Evangelism and Church Growth: A Practical Encyclopedia.  Ventura: Regal Books, 

1995. 

Tuttle, Robert G., Jr.  Can We Talk? Sharing Your Faith in a Non-Christian World.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1999. 

Van Houten, Mark.  Profane Evangelism: Taking the Gospel into the Unholy Places.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1989. 

Waltz, Mark.  First Impressions: Creating WOW Experiences in Your Church. Loveland, CO: Group Publishing, 

2004. 

Wardle, Terry.  One to One: A Practical Guide to Friendship Evangelism.  Camp Hill, Pa.: Christian Publications, 

1989. 

Warren, Max.  I Believe in the Great Commission.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976. 

Wilkins, Scott.  REACH: A Team Approach to Evangelism and Assimilation.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2005. 

Wimber, John, and Kevin Springer.  Power Evangelism.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1986. 

Wright, Tim.  Unfinished Evangelism: More Than Getting Them in the Door.  Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1995. 
 

Large Churches (see also Staffing) 

Schaller, Lyle E.  The Multiple Staff and the Larger Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1980. 

____________.  The Seven-Day-a-Week Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992. 

____________.  The Very Large Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000. 

Vaughan, John N.  The Large Church: A Twentieth-Century Expression of the First-Century Church.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Book House, 1985. 

_____________.  Megachurches and America's Cities: How Churches Grow.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1993. 

 

Leadership, Vision, and Planning (see also Church Health/Renewal/Revitalization and 

Staffing) 

Anderson, Lynn.  Navigating the Winds of Change: How to Manage Change in the Church.  West Monroe, La.: 

Howard Publishing Co., 1994. 

Barna, George.  The Power of Vision: How You Can Capture and Apply God's Vision for Your Ministry.  Ventura: 

Regal Books, 1992. 

___________.  Turning Vision into Action: Defining and Putting into Practice the Unique Vision God Has for Your 

Ministry.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1996. 

Blanchard, Ken.  Heart of a Leader: Insights on the Art of Influence.  Colorado Springs: Cook Communications, 

2004. 

____________.  Leading at a Higher Level: Blanchard on Leadership and Creating High Performance 

Organizations.  Indianapolis: FT Press, 2006.  Lead Like Jesus for the secular reader. 

____________.  Lead Like Jesus: Lessons from the Greatest Leadership Role Model of All Time.  Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson, 2007 (paperback). 

Blanchard, Ken, Bill Hybels, and Phil Hodges.  Leadership by the Book: Tools to Transform Your Workplace.  New 

York: William Morrow, 1999. 

Bridges, William.  Managing Transitions: Making the Most of Change.  Reading, Mass.: Addison-Wesley 

Publishing Co., 1991. 

Callahan, Kennon L.  Effective Church Leadership: Building on the Twelve Steps.  San Francisco: 

HarperSanFrancisco, 1990. 
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_______________.  Twelve Keys to an Effective Church: Strategic Planning for Mission.  San Francisco: 

HarperSanFrancisco, 1983. 

Carver, John.  Boards That Make a Difference: A New Design for Leadership in Nonprofit and Public 

Organizations.  2nd ed.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, Inc., 1997. 

Dale, Robert D.  Leading Edge: Leadership Strategies from the New Testament.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996. 

___________.  To Dream Again.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1981. 

DePree, Max.  Leading without Power: Finding Hope in Serving Community.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, Inc., 

1997. 

Ellis, Joe S.  The Church on Purpose: Keys to Effective Church Leadership.  Cincinnati: Standard Publishing Co., 

1982. 

________.  The Church on Target: Achieving Your Congregation's Highest Potential.  Cincinnati: Standard 

Publishing Co., 1986. 

Finzel, Hans.  The Top Ten Mistakes Leaders Make.  Wheaton: Victor Books, 1994. 

George, Carl F., The Coming Church Revolution: Empowering Leaders for the Future. Grand Rapids: Fleming H. 

Revell Co., 1994. 

George, Carl F., and Robert E. Logan.  Leading and Managing Your Church.  Old Tappan: Fleming H. Revell Co., 

1987. 

Habecker, Eugene B.  Rediscovering the Soul of Leadership: Inner Disciplines for the Effective Leader.  Wheaton: 

Victor Books, 1996. 

Harding, Joe A., and Ralph W. Mohney.  Vision 2000: Planning for Ministry into the Next Century.  Nashville: 

Discipleship Resources, 1991. 

Harvey, Thomas R.  Checklist for Change: A Pragmatic Approach to Creating and Controlling Change.  2nd ed.  

Lancaster, Pa.: Technomic Publishing Co., Inc., 1995. 

Hunter, Kent R.  Your Church Has Personality: Find Your Focus—Maximize Your Mission.  Lima, Ohio: Fairway 

Press, 1997. 

Hybels, Bill.  Courageous Leadership.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002. 

Kotter, John P.  Leading Change.  Boston: Harvard University Press, 1996. 

Lawson, Dan.  Living Sacrifice: A Whole person Approach to Lay Ministry.  Leader's guide.  Ashland, Ohio: Petros 

Ministries, 1995. 

Longnecker, Harold L.  Growing Leaders by Design: How to Use Biblical Principles for Leadership Development.  

Grand Rapids: Kregel Resources, 1995 (160 pp.). 

Malphurs, Aubrey.  Advanced Strategic Planning: A New Model for Church and Ministry Leaders.  Grand Rapids: 

Baker Books, 1999. 

______________.  Developing a Dynamic Mission for Your Ministry: Finding Direction and making an Impact as a 

Church Leader.  Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1998. 

______________.  Developing a Vision for Ministry in the 21st Century.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1992. 

______________.  Ministry Nuts and Bolts: What They Don't Teach Pastors in Seminary.  Grand Rapids: Kregel 

Publications, 1997.  A shortened version of his other books on values, mission, vision, and strategy. 

______________.  Pouring New Wine into Old Wineskins: How Change a Church without Destroying It.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1993. 

______________.  Strategy 2000: Churches Making Disciples for the Next Millenium.  Grand Rapids: Kregel 

Publications, 1996. 

______________.  Values-Driven Leadership: Discovering and Developing Your Core Values for Ministry.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1996. 

______________.  Vision America: A Strategy for Reaching a Nation.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994. 

Markham, Donna J.  Spiritlinking Leadership: Working through Resistance to Organizational Change.  Mahwah, 

N.J.: Paulist Press, 1999. 

Maxwell, John C.  Developing the Leader within You.  Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1993. 

McIntosh, Gary.  Staff Your Church for Growth: Building Team Ministry in the 21st Century.  Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 2000. 

McNeal, Reggie.  Revolution in Leadership: Training Apostles for Tomorrow’s Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1998. 
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_____________.  A Work of Heart: Understanding How God Shapes Spiritual Leaders.  San Francisco: Jossey-

Bass, 2000. 

Miller, Calvin.  The Empowered Leader: 10 Keys to Servant Leadership.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers, 1995. 

Mundey, Paul.  Unlocking Church Doors: 10 Keys to Positive Change.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1997. 

Quinn, Robert E.  Deep Change: Discovering the Leader Within.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1996. 

Rediger, G. Lloyd.  Clergy Killers: Guide for Pastors and Congregations Under Attack.  Louisville: 

Westminster/John Knox Press, 1997. 

Schaller, Lyle E.  Strategies for Change.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993. 

Stanley, Paul D., and J. Robert Clinton..  Connecting: The Mentoring Relationships You Need to Succeed in Life.  

Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1992. 

Weems, Lovett H., Jr.  Church Leadership: Vision, Team, Culture, and Integrity.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993. 

Weese, Carolyn.  Eagles in Tall Steeples.  Nashville: Oliver Nelson Books, 1991. 

Westing, Harold J.  Create and Celebrate Your Church's Uniqueness: Designing a Church Philosophy of Ministry.  

Grand Rapids: Kregel Resources, 1993. 

Young, David S.  Servant Leadership for Church Renewal: Shepherds by the Living Springs.  Scottdale, Pa.: Herald 

Press, 1999. 

 

Middle-Size Churches 

Schaller, Lyle E.  The Middle-Size Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985. 

Sullivan, Bill M.  Ten Steps to Breaking the 200 Barrier.  Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 1988. 

 

Missions (see separate bibliographic listing at  

http://www.newlifeministries-nlm.org/bibliographies/bib-missions.htm) 

 

Prayer and Spiritual Warfare 

Anderson, Neil T., and Charles Mylander.  Setting Your Church Free: A Biblical Plan to Help Your Church.  

Ventura: Regal Books, 1994. 

Bright, Vonette, and Ben A. Jennings, gen. ed. and comp.  Unleasing the Power of Prayer: 23 Christian Leaders 

Link Personal Prayer and World Evangelization; Messages from the International Prayer Assembly.  Chicago: 

Moody Press, 1989. 

Bryant, David.  How Christians Can Join Together in Concerts of Prayer for Spiritual Awakening and World 

Evangelization.  New rev. ed.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1988. 

Frizzell, Gregory R.  Local Associatons and United Prayer: Keys to the Coming Revival.  Memphis: Gregory R. 

Frizzell, 1996. 

Haggard, Ted.  Primary Purpose: Making It Hard for People to God to Hell from Your City.  Orlando: Creation 

House, 1995. 

Silvoso, Ed.  That None Should Perish: How to Reach Entire Cities for Christ through Prayer Evangelism.  

Ventura: Regal Books, 1994. 

Teykl, Terry.  Pray and Grow: Evangelism Prayer Ministries.  Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 1988. 

Wagner, C. Peter.  Churches that Pray: How Prayer Can Help Revitalize Your Congregation and Break Down the 

Walls Between Your Church and Your Community.  Ventura: Regal Books, 1993. 
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Rural/Small Town Churches (also see http://www.NewLifeMinistries-NLM.org/smallchurch.htm) –  

items with an asterisk (*) are especially recommended 

Andrews, David, ed. Ministry in the Small Church. Kansas City: Sheed & Ward, 1988 (120 pp.). 

Berkley, James. "What I Learned about Rurban Ministry," Leadership 3(1): 72-75. 

Byers, David M., and Bernard Quinn. New Directions for the Rural Church: Case Studies in Area Ministry. New 

York: Paulist Press, 1978 (186 pp.). 

Exman, Gary W. Get Ready . . . Get Set . . . Grow! Church Growth for Town and Country Congregations. Lima, 

Ohio: CSS, 1987. 

Farris, Lawrence W. Dynamics of Small Town Ministry. Bethesda, Md.: The Alban Institute, 2000. 

Goreham, Gary. The Rural Church in America: A Century of Writings: A Bibliography. New York: Garland 

Publishing, 1990 (272 pp.). 
Hassinger, Edward W., John S. Holik, and J. Kenneth Benson. The Rural Church: Learning from Three Decades of 

Change. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1988 (189 pp.). 

Hazelton, Paul N. Seven Steps to Revitalizing the Small-Town Church. Kansas City, Mo.: Nazarene Publishing 

House, 1994 (112 pp.). 

*Hunter, Kent R. The Lord's Harvest and the Rural Church: A New Look at Ministry in the Agri-Culture. Kansas 

City: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 1993 (144 pp.). 

James, Gilbert, and Robert G. Wickens. The Town and Country Church: A Topical Bibliography. Wilmore, Ky.: 

Dept. of Church in Society, Asbury Theological Seminary, 1968 (137 pp.). 

Jung, L. Shannon, et. al. Rural Ministry: The Shape of Renewal to Come. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998. 

______________, and Mary A. Agria. Rural Congregational Studies: A Guide for Good Shepherds. Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1997 (153 pp.). 
*Klassen, Ron, and John Koessler. No Little Places: The Untapped Potential of the Small-Town Church. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1996 (126 pp.). 

Lonenecker, Harold. Building Town and Country Churches. Rev. ed. Chicago: Moody Press, 1973 (122 pp.). 

Nebel, Thomas P. Big Dreams in Small Places: Church Planting in Smaller Communities. St. Charles, IL: 

ChurchSmart Resources, 2002. 

Poling-Goldene, David & L. Shannon Jung.  Discovering Hope: Building Vitality in Rural Congregations. 

Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2001.  Also see accompanying video, Discovering Hope: Stories of Hope in 

Rural Congregations. 

Quinn, Bernard. The Changing Context of Town & Country Ministry. Washington: Glenmary Research Center, 1970 

(39 pp.). 

____________. The Small Rural Parish. Washington, D.C.: Glenmary Research Center, 1980 (118 pp.). 

Rother, Kathleen, and Carol Ann Gosse. National Catholic Rural Life Conference Idea Book for Small Town 
Churches. Washington, D.C.: Glenmary Research Center, 1976 (121 pp.). 

*Ruffcorn, Kevin E. Rural Evangelism: Catching the Vision. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1994 (128 pp.). 

Smith, Rockwell C. Rural Ministry and the Changing Community. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1971 (206 pp.). 

Surrey, Peter J. The Small Town Church. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1981 (128 pp.). 

*Vetters, Ken. "Evangelism in a Small Town," Leadership 5(2): 74-78. 
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Ott, Craig, and Gene Wilson. Global Church Planting: Biblical Principles and Best Practices for 

Multiplication. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2011.Small Churches (also see 

http://www.NewLifeMinistries-NLM.org/smallchurch.htm) –  

items with an asterisk (*) are especially recommended 

*Bierly, Steve R. Help for the Small-Church Pastor: Unlocking the Potential of Your Congregation. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1995 (144 pp.). 

*____________. How to Thrive as a Small-Church Pastor: A Guide to Spiritual and Emotional Well-Being. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1998 (160 pp.) 

Brown, Carolyn C. Developing Christian Education in the Smaller Church. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1982 (96 

pp.). 

Burt, Steven E. Activating Leadership in the Small Church: Clergy and Laity Working Together. Valley Forge: 
Judson Press, 1988 (144 pp.). 

*___________, and Hazel A. Roper. The Little Church that Could: Raising Small Church Esteem. Valley Forge: 

Judson Press, 2000 (128 pp.).  (Originally published as Raising Small Church Esteem by The Alban Institute, 

1992).  

Callahan, Kennon L. Small, Strong Congregations. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2000. 

Carroll, Jackson W., ed. Small Churches Are Beautiful. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1977 (174 pp.). 

Chromey, Rick. Children's Ministry Guide for Smaller Churches. Loveland, Col.: Group Books, 1995.  

____________. Youth Ministry in Small Churches. Loveland, Col.: Group Books, 1990 (168 pp.). 

Coote, Robert B., ed. Mustard-Seed Churches: Ministries in Small Churches. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1990 

(192 pp.). 

*Crandall, Ronald K. Turnaround Strategies for the Small Church. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995 (176 pp.). 
Cronin, Deborah K. O for a Dozen Tongues to Sing: Music Ministry With Small Choirs. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1996 (80 pp.). 

*Dudley, Carl S. Making the Small Church Effective. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1978 (192 pp.). 

___________. Unique Dynamics of the Small Church. Washington, D.C.: The Alban Institute, 1977 (21 pp.). 

___________, and Douglas Alan Walrath. Developing Your Small Church's Potential. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 

1988 (96 pp.). 

Foltz, Nancy T. Caring for the Small Church: Insights from Women in Ministry. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1994 

(67pp.). 

*___________, ed. Religious Education in the Small Membership Church. Birmingham, Ala.: Religious Education 

Press, 1990 (234 pp.). 

Griggs, Donald L., and Judy McKay Walther. Christian Education in the Small Church. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 

1988 (112 pp.). 
Johnston, Jon, and Bill M. Sullivan, eds. The Smaller Church in a Super Church Era. Kansas City: Beacon Hill 

Press of Kansas City, 1983 (152 pp.). 

Kinsey, Jim; Carolyn Egolf, and Steve Clapp.  New Vitality for the Small Church Kit.  Fort Wayne, IN: New Life 

Ministries, 2000 (order from 1-800-774-3360 or www.NewLifeMinistries-

NLM.org/products/order_frame.htm).  

Longenecker, Harold. Growing Leaders by Design : How to Use Biblical Principles for Leadership Development 

(The Country Shepherds Workshop Series). Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1995 (160 pp.). 

Madsen, Paul O. The Small Church—Valid, Vital, Victorious. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1975 (126 pp.). 

Mann, Alice. The In-Between Church: Navigating Size Transitions in Congregations. Bethesda, Md.: The Alban 

Institute, 1998. 

Massa, Michael W., et. al. Ministry Resources: Planning Helps in Ten Program Areas for Congregations with Small 
Membership. Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1986 (147 pp.). 

McCarty, Doran. Leading the Small Church. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1991 (175 pp.). 

Pappas, Anthony. Entering the World of the Small Church. Revised and expanded ed. Bethesda, Md.: The Alban 

Institute, (Dec.) 2000 (original edition - 1988). 

______________. Money, Motivation, and Mission in the Small Church. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1989 (125 

pp.). 

Pappas, Anthony, and Scott Planting. Mission: The Small Church Reaches Out. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1993 

(137 pp.). 

Ray, David R. The Big Small Church Book. New York: The Pilgrim Press, 1992 (256 pp.). 

___________. Small Churches Are the Right Size. New York: The Pilgrim Press, 1982 (206 pp.). 
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*Schaller, Lyle E. The Small Church Is Different! Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1982 (192 pp.). 

*____________. The Small Membership Church: Scenarios for Tomorrow. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994 (142 

pp.). 

Schirer, Marshal E., and Mary Anne Forehand. Cooperative Ministry: Hope for Small Churches. Valley Forge: 

Judson Press, 1984 (94 pp.). 

Sims, Rose. New Life for Dying Churches! It Can Happen Anywhere. Trilby, Fla.: New Life Church Growth 
Ministries, 1992. 

Wagley, Laurence A. Preaching with the Small Congregation. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989 (140 pp.). 

Walrath, Douglas Alan. Making It Work : Effective Administration in the Small Church (Small Church in Action). 

Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1994 (94 pp.). 

Williams, Gene.  In the Shadow of the Steeple: The Vital Role of the Smaller Church in a Megachurch World.  

Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press, 2005 (120 pp.). 

___________________, ed. New Possibilities for Small Churches. New York: The Pilgrim Press, 1983 (101 pp.). 

Willimon, William H., and Robert L. Wilson. Preaching and Worship in the Small Church. Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1980 (126 pp.). 

Zunkel, C. Wayne. Growing the Small Church: A Guide for Church Leaders. Elgin: David C. Cook Publishing Co., 

1982 (109 pp.). 

 

Small Groups, Cell Churches, and Meta-Churches 

Arnold, Jeffrey.  The Big Book on Small Groups.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1992. 

____________.  Small Group Outreach: Turning Groups Inside Out.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 

Becker, Palmer.  Called to Care: A Training Manual for Small Group Leaders.  Scottdale: Herald Press, 1993. 
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