Strangers Becoming Friends!

Our best friends were once strangers to us.  Our society cautions us to be fearful of strangers, but the New Testament teaches a different approach:  


Hospitality to the stranger is assumed throughout the Old and New Testament Scriptures.  Again and again, as in the Parable of the Good Samaritan, the questioning is not on the worthiness of the stranger but on the faithfulness of the one encountering the stranger.  The Samaritan did not ask of the man who was injured: “Did you bring this on yourself?  Why weren’t you traveling with someone else for safety?”  The Samaritan simply responded to the human need which was encountered.  The priest and the Levite who passed by are the ones whose behavior is called into question by our Lord.  

Whether we start with the assumption that the unknown person will be an enemy or a friend makes a difference!  When anyone comes to our church or shows an interest in religious concerns, our starting assumption certainly should be that such a person shares with us a pull toward the heart of God.  Such a person is a potential friend, perhaps sent to us by God for the enrichment of our lives.

Think how your view of the new person in your neighborhood, your office, or the church would be transformed by this starting assumption:

This is a person sent by God who may be a great blessing to my life, or this is a person sent by God in order for me to be a blessing to his or her life.    
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What visitors appreciate when they attend your church
1.  
When visiting a church, most people don’t want to be ignored.  People expect those who are sitting near them to share brief introductions before or after the service or Sunday school class. 

2.  
When visiting a church, almost no one wants to be overwhelmed.  Introduce the new person to a few other people–not to every single person around you. 

3.  
People especially do not want to feel ignored during a designated fellowship time.  If they go to a gathering spot for coffee and donuts, they assume that some people will visit with them.  They will feel rejected if church members are all in tight groups with people they already know.  

4.  
People don’t want to feel as though they are being required to pass an acceptance test.  Most will feel resentful of conversations which make it appear that someone is attempting to do research on family background and church activity.  Churches with a strong ethnic membership sometimes act as though those people who have last names that sound a certain way are more acceptable than others.  Communicate a clear affirmation of the visitor.

5.  
Some people are anxious about how others will respond to certain aspects of their background.  A person may be divorced, a single parent who has never married, unemployed, an alcoholic, or an ex-convict. We do not want in an initial conversation to push someone to fill in the gaps in his or her history.  It’s better to let the other person share information as he or she wishes.

6.  
Parents are always pleased when people show interest in their children.

7.  
People almost universally appreciate an invitation to share a meal either that day or at a mutually agreeable date later in the week. 

8.  
People appreciate being remembered with a phone call the week following their visit.  It feels good to know that someone remembered you and took the time to call and reinforce how good it was to have you present.  That can be an opportunity to extend an invitation to a meal or a Sunday school class.  

9.  
People appreciate returning the following week and finding that people to whom they were introduced remember them and are delighted to see them again.

10. 
Visitors may need more assistance from the pastor, greeters, and ushers than regular attenders do.  Be respectful of the need for those persons to give priority to the needs of visitors.

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.                     Hebrews 13:2 











